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Liquor and Tobacco Advisory Board Minutes 

Tuesday, October 20, 2020 

6:00 P.M. – City Council Chambers, 2nd floor, City Hall 
Via video conference on Cisco Webex 

425 East State Street 
Rockford, IL 61104 

779-348-7163 
 

Present:      

          
LTAB Members:  Dan Roszkowski 

    Jennifer Smith 
    Kim Johnsen 

    Maurice Redd 

                         Jennifer Spencer 
                                              Craig Sockwell 

    Tom Fabiano 
         

Absent:                         
 

Staff:    Lafakeria Vaughn – Assistant City Attorney 

Leisha Kury- Administrative Assistant 
Scott Capovilla – Planning and Zoning Manager 

Mike Rotolo- Fire Prevention Coordinator  
Glenn Trammels – Information Technology Director 

Jeremy Carter - Traffic Engineer  

 
Others:    Kathy Berg- Court Stenographer 

                                              Alderman Tuffy Quinonez  
    Applicants and Interested Parties 

 

 
 
Dan Roszkowski, Chair of the LTAB, stated that this meeting was being held remotely because he found 

that an in-person meeting is not practical or prudent because of the disaster declared by Governor 
Pritzker on October 16, 2020. Since this is a public hearing with an unknown number of attendees, which 

could be more than 50 people, an in-person meeting at City Hall is not feasible at this time. 

 
Lafakeria Vaughn explained the format of the virtual meeting and the rules of procedure, as follows: 

 
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic and social distancing restrictions, this public hearing for the Liquor and 

Tobacco Advisory Board was held by video conference, using Cisco Webex. The audio was streamed at 

City hall in Council Chambers and on the City’s website.  
 



2 

Liquor and Tobacco Advisory Board      October 20, 2020  

As the host, she would be monitoring microphones and attendees during the meeting. Notices and 
agendas were posted and sent about this meeting which informed interested parties about the ways they 

could submit comments and questions regarding agenda items. This included: Written public comments 
being submitted by 5:00 pm, on October 20, 2020 to Attorney Vaughn’s email, or the Permit Center 

located on the first floor at City hall or coming to City hall to listen to the meeting and present any 

comments in Council Chambers.  
 

The agenda and staff recommendation packets were also posted on the City’s website. All applicants on 
the conference had previously consented to proceeding with the virtual hearing. Some additional rules for 

the meeting: 
 

 Please speak clearly and not too fast so the court stenographer can make an accurate record.  

 Please be sure to identify yourself before speaking.  

 Applicants and interested parties, after being sworn in by the Chair, please state and spell your 

name for the record. 

 If you’re not speaking and I fail to mute you, please mute yourself so that the meeting is not 

disrupted 

 No person will be allowed to speak unless they are first recognized by the Chair 

 All votes will be by roll-call 

 Since we’re on video /audio, please refer to exhibits or page numbers, if applicable. All exhibits 
should have been provided prior to the meeting and within the recommendation packet. Due to 

this being a virtual hearing, applicants if you have any new exhibits that you want considered by 
the Board for your request, you may request a layover. Those exhibits will also need to be 

provided to Staff and the public as part of the complete packet. 

 If you are having any technical issues, please use the chat box function and send a message 
directly to me “Lafakeria” or use the raise your hand function.  

 Applicants, should you have technical issues or decide to lay your item over instead for whatever 

reason, please let the Board know when your item is called. 

 LTAB applicants were given the option to be put “in the lobby” on the conference. This means 

that they would not be able hear or see anything during the ZBA meeting. 
 

Lastly, the procedure would be as follows: 
 

 The Chair will call the address of the application. 

 The Applicant or representative will be unmuted and be sworn in. 

 The Applicant or representative will present their request to the Board. 

 The Board will ask any questions they may have regarding this application. 

 The Chairman will then ask if there are any Objectors or Interested Parties present at City Hall or 

any emails to be read into the record.  Objectors or Interested Parties are to come forward at 

that time, be sworn in by the Chairman, and state and spell their name for the record. Legal staff 
will read any written comments into the record that were received in advance. 

 The Objector or Interested Party will state their name and present all their concerns, objections 

and questions regarding the application. 

 The Board will ask any questions they may have of the Objector or Interested Party. 

 The Applicant will have an opportunity to rebut the concerns/questions raised. 

 Interested party at City hall will have another opportunity to provide any additional follow up 
based on the Applicant’s responses.  

 The Board will then deliberate and a roll call vote will be taken. 

 
The LTAB meeting is not a final vote on any item. However, it is the only time in which the public may 

participate.  After the LTAB meeting, the item moves on to the Code & Regulation Committee.  Although 

the public is invited to attend the meeting, public input is not allowed at the committee meeting.  The 
date of the Codes & Regulations meeting will be Monday, October 26, 2020 at 5:30 PM in City Council 
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Chambers (2nd floor of City Hall) as the second vote on these items.  The third and final meeting in this 
process is the City Council.  That vote is tentatively scheduled on Monday, November 2, 2020. If the item 

is laid over at the LTAB meeting, the next meeting is Tuesday, November 17, 2020. If for any reason the 
item is laid over at the committee level or on the city council floor, the item is automatically laid over for 

two (2) weeks. 

 
The meeting was called to order at 6:49 PM.  A MOTION was made by Kim Johnsen to APPROVE the 

September 15, 2020 meeting minutes. The motion was SECONDED by Craig Sockwell and CARRIED by 
a vote of 6-0 with Tom Fabiano abstaining.  

 
20-LTAB-070  1706 Rural Street 

Applicant Samer Alsagaf / Corner Mini Mart, LLC dba Corner Mini Mart 

Ward 3 The sale of tobacco products in conjunction with a grocery and 
convenience store in a C-2, Limited Commercial Zoning District 

 Laid over from June, July and August and September  
 

The Applicant, Samer Al Sagaf was present along with his attorney, Rick Haime.  The subject property is 

located on the northeast corner of the Guilford Road and Rural Street intersection. Attorney Haime stated 
he has been working with Alderman Tuneberg to resolve the issues that were in the staff report. Attorney 

Haime stated they updated the parking lot, site plan, and have addressed all the issues in the report. 
Attorney Haime stated there is tobacco sold around near the area, specifically the BP across the street.  

  
Craig Sockwell asked what Alderman Tuneberg said in regards to the progress he has been making. 

Attorney Haime said Alderman Tuneberg approved of the progress, but recommended they do more 

things in the store as far as selling more grocery items and having a more “upscale” look.  
 

Scott Capovilla stated he did speak with Alderman Tuneberg prior to the meeting and Alderman Tuneberg 
asked Mr. Capovilla to address the board on his behalf. Mr. Capovilla stated Alderman Tuneberg is happy 

with the improvements that have been made on the inside and outside of the business, but still has 

concerns for the adjacent neighboring business owners as well as the residents.  
 

Attorney Haime stated he has submitted a petition with over 300 signatures from the neighbors on behalf 
of his business. Based on that, he doesn’t believe the neighbors have any concerns, including the 

objector Mr. Whitlock who recently visited the store.  

 
Jennifer Spencer asked what type of improvements he has proposed for the outside of the building. 

Attorney Haime stated there will be more landscaping done in early spring. Ms. Spencer asked if they 
plan on keeping the flashing lights at night when they are not open for business. Ms. Spencer stated she 

passes through that area at least twice a day and would like to see better lighting, and it does not do the 
neighborhood any good when you have these flashing lights late at night. Ms. Spencer further stated it’s 

not a classy look for the neighborhood. Attorney Haime stated Mr. Al Sagaf will take the lights down. 

 
Staff Recommendation is for Denial. Objectors and Interested parties were present. Two emails were 

read into the record.  
 

Kenneth Roberts, an interested party, spoke in favor of the application. Mr. Roberts stated he lives in the 

neighborhood, about two (2) blocks away and they need this store in the neighborhood. The only 
business that is located over there is the BP gas station, which is three times more expensive than this 

store. They are putting a lot of items in the store and are updating it. This store is good for the 
neighborhood and the businesses.  
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Nick Biernacki, an interested party, spoke in favor of the application. Mr. Biernacki stated he lives in the 
neighborhood, and not having a vehicle they only have the BP gas station across the street. The BP 

charges whatever they want and they would like a one-stop shop for groceries and tobacco.  
 

Jillian Michalak, an interested party, spoke in favor of the application. Ms. Michalak stated when you don’t 

have a vehicle and you need a one-stop shop, this is the perfect place. The owner, Sam is a great guy 
and when he doesn’t have certain things, he gets them for the customers. The prices at BP are ridiculous 

and it would be nice to have tobacco at this store as well.  
 

Temekia Hill, an interested party, spoke in favor of the application. Ms. Hill stated that it would nice to 
have tobacco at this store, in addition to food. It is a nice, clean store and the owner is a very reasonable 

person.   

 
Hamzah Abduljaleel, an interested party, spoke in favor of the application. Mr. Abduljaleel stated he lives 

in the neighborhood, and being a big-time smoker, they only have the BP gas station. The BP is more 
expensive and he rather go to a tobacco shop where the cigarettes are at a reasonable price. This store 

has other stuff as well with reasonable prices. 

 
Attorney Lafakeria Vaughn stated she had an objector via email. The full email will be attached to the 

Code and Regulation committee agenda packet. The objectors, Jonathan Whitlock and Nancy Whitlock 
stated, “We live in the 500 block of North Prospect Street and own the commercial strip mall at 1710 

Rural Street, behind the subject property. We are deeply committed to the neighborhood. We will 
strongly oppose the granting of a permit for the sale of tobacco at this site, tobacco sales will, 

furthermore, increase traffic at the corner.” 

 
Attorney Lafakeria Vaughn stated she had an objector via email. The full email will be attached to the 

Code and Regulation committee agenda packet. The objectors, Rusty DuFoe and Gary Grodon stated, 
“We are 21-year residents of 2007 Guilford Road and Constituents in your ward.  We are aware of the 

new tenant at 1706 Rural Street, who is operating a convenience store in a space that has been 

previously home to numerous businesses since our residency here.  We are also aware that the owner of 
this property is before the Advisory Board of The City applying for a license to sell tobacco.  We want to 

state our opposition to this move and request that this application be denied”. 
 

Attorney Haime responded to the comments by the objectors and stated that this is a convenience store 

and not a tobacco store. More than 50% of the sales will be grocery items and other items and they want 
to compete with the BP gas station to make more money. They want to be a nice convenience store that 

also sells tobacco. Attorney Haime further stated that the owner, Sam spoke to Mr. Whitlock and Mr. 
Whitlock is impressed with how the store is going and the improvements.  

 
Dan Roszkowski asked about the estimated percentage of tobacco sales. Attorney Haime responded that 

about twenty percent (20%), but it is just an estimate. 

 
Mr. Sockwell asked how many parking spaces are at the site. Attorney Haime said they have five (5) 

parking spaces. Mr. Sockwell further stated that he has a concern with the traffic near this area.  
 

Kim Johnsen asked the applicant about how many cars are usually parked at the site throughout the day. 

Mr. Al Sagaf responded that usually about one (1) or two (2) cars at any given time. Most customers 
walk to the store.    

 
Jennifer Smith asked if staff has received an updated interior floor plan from the applicant. Mr. Capovilla 

confirmed that staff did receive an updated floor plan. However, the applicant also did some work on the 
parking area, which were not approved by staff. Mr. Capovilla further stated that staff is also aware of 
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some adjacent business owners who are still opposed to this request and he also believes the 2nd ward 
alderman, Jonathan Logemann is opposed to this as well.     

 
Ms. Smith stated that the business owner has done what has been asked of them by staff and the 

aldermen. Based on what she understands, the owner is working hard to make this a nice place and 

make improvements. Ms. Smith further stated that it is concerning to her when “good” and “bad” are 
labeled for businesses and the thought that tobacco will cause mayhem in a neighborhood. It is more 

involved with that. Ms. Spencer and Mr. Redd agreed with Ms. Smith’s comments.   
 

A MOTION was made by Jennifer Smith to APPROVE the sale of tobacco products in conjunction with a 
grocery and convenience store in a C-2, Limited Commercial Zoning District. The motion was 

SECONDED by Maurice Redd and CARRIED by a vote of 7-0. 

 
Approval is based on the following conditions: 

 
1.           Meet all Applicable Building and Fire Codes. 

2.           Compliance with all City of Rockford Tobacco Codes. 

3.           Submittal of a detailed landscaping plan with the number of plants, sizes of plants, and plant    
              species for Staff review and approval. 

4.           Submittal of a detailed interior floor plan for staff review and approval. 
5.           The sale of tobacco products shall be limited to the submitted revised interior floor approved by   

              Staff. 
6.           The hours of operation and days will be 7:00 A.M. to 10:00 P.M. Monday through Friday. 

7.           The hours of operation and days will be 9:00 A.M. to 9:00 P.M. on Saturday. 

8.           The hours of operation and days will be 9:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M. on Sunday. 
9.           The sale of rose tubes, airplane-sized bottles and any other products that can be deemed to be  

              easily manufactured into drug paraphernalia is prohibited.  
10.         The sale of water pipes and “huka” or “hookah” pipes are prohibited. 

11.         That the freestanding sign shall be a landmark-style sign in accordance with the Sign Ordinance  

              replacing the existing freestanding sign. 
12.         Must obtain sign permit for new landmark-style free-standing sign. 

13.         Window display signage is limited to 20% of window area. 
14.         There shall not be temporary exterior signage. 

15.         That the windows shall not be covered with bars or other devices that block the windows. 

16.         Any pending general ordinance case(s) must be resolved prior to issuance of the license.  
17.         All outstanding general ordinance fines must be paid prior to issuance of the license 

18.         All conditions must be met prior to establishment of use 
 

 
20-LTAB-071  4419 Charles Street 

Applicant Dimitrios Kalaitzakis / Zipcode, Inc. dba Pink Pony Pizza and Pub  

Ward 8 The sale of liquor by the drink in conjunction with a restaurant, 
tavern and video gaming in a C-2, Limited Commercial Zoning District 

 Laid over from June, July and August and September  
 

 

The Applicant’s attorney, Robert Calgaro was present. Attorney Calgaro stated that the applicant, 
Dimitrios Kalaitzakis, is not comfortable handling this matter with a virtual meeting and has requested to 

layover until an in-person meeting is scheduled. They may be ready by next month. The applicant has 
owned the property for 20 years and it has been vacant so it will take substantial renovations.  

 
Jennifer Smith stated with the circumstances of COVID-19 it is hard to say when an in-person meeting 

will happen. Dan Roszkowski stated he would recommend the applicant withdraw the application. 
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Attorney Calgaro stated he would lose almost $2,000 application fee if they withdrew. Attorney Lafakeria 
Vaughn stated the City would not recharge the application fee if withdrawn, due to the circumstances. 

 
Attorney Calgaro stated he will withdraw the application as long as the fee can be applied to a future 

application. Attorney Vaughn stated that she would provide this in writing to the applicant.   

 
As a result of the discussion, Attorney Calgaro withdrew the application. 

 
20-LTAB-080              1006 Charles Street 

Applicant Walid Jarwsh / Midtown One Stop Convenience 
Ward 11 The sale of tobacco products in conjunction with a convenience store 

in a C-4, Urban Mixed Use Zoning District 

 Laid over from August and September  
 

Attorney Nathan Noble was present, along with the applicant Walid Jarwsh. The subject property is 
located on the southeast corner of East State Street and 6th Street and south of Charles Street. Attorney 

Noble stated this item has been laid over twice to address certain issues in the planning and zoning 

report. Attorney Noble stated there was an issue with submitting a revised business plan. There was also 
a comment made by staff in the report that stated, “based on what was submitted the intent of the 

business plan is not consistent with what was stated.” Attorney Noble clarified that this is a convenience 
store with 20% sales of tobacco products. Additionally, Exhibit E has been updated in regards to the 

interior floor plan. Compared to last year’s application, the owner will no longer sell cellular phones. The 
applicant originally wanted to be open 24 hours, but have now amended their hours of operation. 

Attorney Noble stated the applicant did start an LLC and the licensee did change so it was corrected on 

the application as well. The store has been there for at least seven (7) years, but the business model is 
changing. There is no competing tobacco store near the subject property. Lastly, Attorney Noble stated 

that there is over $10,000 in inventory on the premises and most of it is set up. The updated pictures of 
the property were sent to City staff prior to the meeting.  

 

Maurice Redd asked staff if they had a chance to look at all the changes made from the concerns listed in 
the report. Mr. Capovilla stated this same request was before the board about a year ago and there were 

concerns about the location and it was denied by City Council. Circle K is located a block to the east and 
also a convenience store just over a block to the west are both selling tobacco products. 

 

Staff Recommendation is for Denial. Objectors or Interested parties were present. No emails were read 
into the record. 

 
Alderman Tuffy Quinonez stated he recommends approval of the sale of tobacco products at the 

property. Alderman Quinonez stated he has known the owner for over two years and he has kept a clean 
place around the neighborhood and does not have any problems around the neighborhood.  

 

A MOTION was made by Kim Johnsen to APPROVE the sale of tobacco products in conjunction with a 
convenience store in a C-4, Urban Mixed Use Zoning District. The motion was SECONDED by Tom 

Fabiano and CARRIED by a vote of 6-1 with Dan Roszkowski voting Nay. 
 

Approval is based on the following conditions: 

 
1.           Meeting all applicable Building and Fire Codes. 

2.           Compliance with all City of Rockford Tobacco Codes. 
3.           The sale of tobacco products shall be limited to the interior floor plan as shown on submitted  

              interior floor plan Exhibit E. 
4.           The hours of operation will be limited to Monday through Friday 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m., 10:00  

              A.m. to 11:00 p.m. Saturday, and 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. on Sunday.   
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5.           That the window signage shall not exceed 20% of window area. 
6.           The sale of rose tubes, airplane-sized bottles and any other products that can be deemed to be  

              easily manufactured into drug paraphernalia is prohibited.  
7.           The sale of water pipes and “huka” or “hookah” pipes are prohibited. 

8.           There shall not be temporary exterior signage. 

9.           The windows shall not be covered with bars or other devices that block the windows. 
10.         Submittal of a landscaping plan for Staff review and approval. 

11.         Any pending general ordinance case(s) must be resolved prior to issuance of the license.  
12.         All outstanding general ordinances fines must be paid prior to issuance of the license.  

13.         All conditions must be met prior to establishment of use. 
 

 

20-LTAB-082  1625 Sandy Hollow Road 
Applicant Kelly Quinby / Spinning Slots Inc. dba Spinning Slots 

Ward 6 Modification of the existing liquor license consisting of a restaurant 
and video gaming facility to change the liquor license classification from 

WB50 to WB for the sale of wine and beer by the drink in a C-3, General 

Commercial Zoning District 
 Laid over from August and September  

 
Prior to the meeting, a request was received from the Applicant’s attorney requesting that this item be 

laid over to the November 17, 2020 meeting. 
 

A MOTION was made by Jennifer Smith to LAYOVER modification of the existing liquor license 

consisting of a restaurant and video gaming facility to change the liquor license classification from WB50 
to WB for the sale of wine and beer by the drink in a C-3, General Commercial Zoning District. The 

motion was SECONDED by Maurice Redd and CARRIED by a vote of 7-0. 
 

 

20-LTAB-084  4846 East State Street 
Applicant Jamal Abedrabbo / 815 Hookah City Corp. dba 815 Hookah Lounge 

Ward 10 The sale of tobacco products in conjunction with a hookah lounge in 
a C-3, General Commercial Zoning District 

 Laid over from September 

 
The applicant, Jamal Abedrabbo was present. Mr. Abedrabbo requested that his item be laid over to the 

November 17, 2020 meeting.  
 

A MOTION was made by Craig Sockwell to LAYOVER the sale of tobacco products in conjunction with a 
hookah lounge in a C-3, General Commercial Zoning District. The motion was SECONDED by Jennifer 

Smith and CARRIED by a vote of 7-0. 

 
 

20-LTAB-085  1201 Broadway 
Applicant Blackprint Enterprises, LLC dba Xsquisites Bar & Grill 

Ward 11 The sale of liquor by the drink in conjunction with a restaurant, bar 

and video gaming in a C-4, Urban Mixed Use Zoning District 
 Laid over from September  

 
The Applicant, Reginald Alexander was present, along with his representative, Joe Canova. The subject 

properties are located on the southeast corner of 8th Street and Broadway. Mr. Alexander is requesting a 
liquor license and gaming approval for the location at 1201 Broadway. Blackprint Enterprises LLC wishes 

to open a Bar & Grill under the name Xsquisites Bar & Grill. This item was laid over last month, in order 
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to revise the business plan. Mr. Alexander stated he updated the business plan to provide a more 
descriptive food and drink menu. The banquet room will not be used until they apply for the proper 

zoning. Mr. Alexander also provided a parking lot site plan with sixty (60) parking spaces and there are 
twelve (12) more parking spaces on the street in front of the business. Mr. Alexander stated there was an 

issue with the hours of operation. They are seeking Sunday through Thursday 11:00 A.M to Midnight and 

Friday through Saturday 11:00 A.M. to 2:00 A.M. Mr. Alexander stated they also submitted letters of 
support from Alderman Tuffy Quinonez, Alderman Thompson-Kelly and Alderman Venita Hervey. 

 
Jennifer Smith asked for clarification on the hours of operation. Mr. Alexander stated Sunday through 

Thursday 11:00 A.M. – Midnight and Friday through Saturday 11:00 A.M. to 2:00 A.M. 
 

Kim Johnsen asked about the ratio for food & beverages sales. Ms. Johnsen stated she was looking at the 

staff narrative indicating the applicant’s anticipated food vs. alcohol sales ratio is 50% food with 50% 
beverages. The applicants indicated on the business plan the amount of alcohol sales of the business is 

30%, food/non-alcoholic beverages sales is 25%, general merchandise is 10% and other revenue 
(including gaming revenue) is 35%. Mr. Alexander responded this was just an estimated percentage. 

Craig Sockwell stated the application is different from the business plan. Ms. Johnsen asked which 

document shows the most accurate percentage. Mr. Alexander replied that it is the business plan. Joe 
Canova stated that these were estimates and they also looked at other businesses in the area to come up 

with those numbers.  
 

Ms. Smith asked if they had a timeline when the customs prints shop would open. Mr. Alexander stated 
they have been open for over a year, located at 1130 Broadway but would like to transition the current 

store to the new location, which will be next to the bar and grill.  
 

Maurice Redd stated that the plan is stating five (5) gaming machines so he asked Staff how many more 

spots are available for gaming machines. Mr. Canova stated per the City of Rockford currently, you are 
only allowed five (5) gaming machines to start. Furthermore, depending on performance over the first 

twelve (12) months, a sixth machine can be requested to be added. Scott Capovilla stated the City has 
reached its maximum number of gaming terminals per the agreement with the Hard Rock Casino, but 

some of the licenses have not been issued. Mr. Capovilla further stated that the City was beyond the 

approved amount. Attorney Lafakeria Vaughn stated she has not looked at the current numbers due to 
COVID-19, but a couple months ago, the City was nearly at or near the cap. Mr. Sockwell asked if the 

City would put people in a “holding area”, if new machines become available. Staff was unsure what will 
happen. Attorney Vaughn further stated that if the Board wanted to approve video gaming, it is their 

discretion, but unfortunately, she did not have the current numbers available tonight. The current 

numbers would be provided by the Code and Regulation committee meeting. 
 

Staff Recommendation is for Denial. No Objectors and Interested parties were present. Two emails were 
read into the record. 
 

Attorney Lafakeria Vaughn stated she had an objector via email. The full email will be attached to the 

Code and Regulation committee agenda packet. The objector, Ronald Mooney, stated, “Midtown District 
has grave concerns about this type of business opening on Broadway directly across the street from The 

Grand Apartments. Our concern is that this type of business will have a negative impact on the residents 

of the Grand Apartments, some of whom struggle with alcoholism and other very serious addictions.” 
 

Attorney Lafakeria Vaughn stated she had an objector via email. The full email will be attached to the 
Code and Regulation committee agenda packet. The objector, Bob Campbell, stated: “On behalf of the 

Board of Directors of ZION Development Corporation, I am writing to express concern about the liquor 

license application for 1201 Broadway. This property has been the site of a federal raid for food stamp 
fraud in the past couple of years, and there has been no real sign that the owner of the property is 
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concerned about bringing in quality tenants that will be beneficial to the community. Adding a bar/slots 
business is further evidence of this.” 
 

Tom Fabiano asked if they are already operating a bar, but just at a different building. Mr. Alexander 

stated no they are not operating a bar yet, but they own a custom T-shirt shop just down the street from 
the building.  

 

Mr. Sockwell asked what other locations on Broadway are selling alcohol. Mr. Alexander stated there is a 
restaurant right across the street from the bar & grill and a liquor store two blocks to the east. Mr. 

Sockwell asked if they had any issues from the other locations. Attorney Vaughn responded not to her 
knowledge.  

 
Mr. Alexander responded to the objectors’ comments and stated that if the existing businesses that sell 

alcohol in the immediate area are not causing problems to the tenants of the Grand Apartments, then he 

doesn’t understand how their business would be so much of a problem. They also have gotten support 
from three aldermen and the Broadway business district community organization for their liquor license 

request.    
 

Mr. Sockwell asked why the video gaming was being denied. Ms. Johnsen responded that we don’t have 

an accurate number of available video gaming machines at this time so the City may be over the limit. 
Mr. Sockwell’s concern is that if we’re not at the cap, then do we call the denied applicants back or put 

them in a “holding pattern”. Attorney Vaughn responded that if the applicant was denied for video 
gaming this evening, they would have to apply for a modification to their liquor license to get video 

gaming added. Should the Board want to approve video gaming, they can, then Code and Regulation 
committee and City Council can modify it once they are provided with the current numbers. The Board 

approved three (3) video gaming terminals.  

 
A MOTION was made by Jennifer Smith to APPROVE the sale of liquor by the drink in conjunction with 

a restaurant and bar and video gaming in a C-4, Urban Mixed Use Zoning District. The motion 
was SECONDED by Kim Johnsen and CARRIED by a vote of 6-1 with Dan Roszkowski voting Nay. 

 

Approval is based on the following conditions: 
 

1.           Meeting all applicable Building and Fire codes.   
2.           Compliance with all City of Rockford Liquor Codes. 

3.           Hours of operation are Sunday through Thursday from 11:00 A.M. to 12:00 A.M. (Midnight) and  

              Friday through Saturday from 11:00 A.M. to 2:00 A.M.  
4.           Window display signage shall be limited to 20% of the window surface area. 

5.           There shall not be a cover charge, dance floor, DJ’s and/or live entertainment. 
6.           The proposed use shall not operate as a nightclub. 

7.           The windows shall not be covered with bars or other devices that block the windows. 
8.           Any pending general ordinance case(s) must be resolved prior to issuance of the license. 

9.           All outstanding general ordinance fines must be paid prior to the issuance of the license. 

10.         All conditions must be met prior to establishment of use. 
11.         The licensed premises shall have no more than three (3) video gaming terminals. 
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20-LTAB-088  2510 South Alpine Road 
Applicant LIT Hookah Bar, LLC dba LIT Hookah Bar 

Ward 14 The sale of tobacco products in conjunction with a hookah lounge in 
a C-3, General Commercial Zoning District 

 

The Applicant, Moses Allen was present. Mr. Allen stated they bought the property at 2510 South Alpine 
Road at the end of April and they are requesting to make it into a hookah lounge. The subject property is 

located 572 feet north of the South Alpine Road and Harrison Avenue intersection. The parcel is 
surrounded by commercial and residential uses. Mr. Allen stated they set up a meeting with the Business 

First group and discussed the same business plan with the alderman and the landlord. Mr. Allen stated all 
the parties were in approval of this plan. Once he submitted the application to the board, Scott Capovilla 

requested a more detailed site plan. Mr. Allen stated he submitted the site plan as well as the blueprints. 

Mr. Allen also inquired if there was anything else he would need to do.  
 

Staff Recommendation is for Denial. No Objectors or Interested parties were present. No emails were 
read into the record.  

 

Kim Johnsen stated staff recommendation was for denial and asked whether this was an allowed use 
because typically, the conditions of approval prohibit “huka” or “hookah” pipes. Furthermore, Ms. Johnsen 

stated on the report there is sharing of the hookahs so she inquired how that would work since we are in 
a middle of a pandemic. Mr. Allen responded there will not be sharing of the hookah pipes, and the pipes 

will come with a disposable hose for each person. 
 

As to the allowed use question, Attorney Lafakeria Vaughn stated currently the City of Rockford does not 

have specific regulations regarding hookah lounges, but the City does require a tobacco license as well as 
meeting zoning regulations and health department requirements.  

 
Jennifer Smith inquired if the Business First process mentioned was referencing the City of Rockford 

program. Mr. Allen stated yes. Ms. Smith inquired that when that meeting was held, if the City knew he 

was requesting a hookah lounge. Mr. Allen stated that was correct.  
 

Mr. Capovilla stated he was at the meeting and they did recommend that he apply for LTAB. Ms. Smith 
inquired if they will have to meet the health department regulations after the city approval. Mr. Capovilla 

stated they would also have to meet health department requirements.  

 
Craig Sockwell inquired if the City had a procedure in place to regulate hookah lounges. Attorney Vaughn 

stated they are working on some regulations that will be coming forth in the future.  
 

Ms. Smith stated that she does not have a problem with a hookah lounge, especially since it will be going 
through additional regulations with the health department. Tom Fabiano stated that aside for the health 

effects, he does not have a problem with it either.   

 
A MOTION was made by Jennifer Smith to APPROVE the sale of tobacco products in conjunction with a 

hookah lounge in a C-3, General Commercial Zoning District. The motion was SECONDED by Jennifer 
Spencer and CARRIED by a vote of 6-0 with Dan Roszkowski abstaining.  

 

Approval is based on the following conditions: 
 

1.           Meet all Applicable Building and Fire Codes. 
2.           Compliance with all City of Rockford Tobacco Codes. 

3.           Submittal of a revised landscaping plan to add a landscaping island at the southeast corner of  
              the site to buffer the parking spaces from the north-south drive aisle. 

4.           Provide a fence elevation for the proposed outdoor seating area.  Fence must be of a decorative  
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              material. 
5.           The hours of operation and days will be 5:00 P.M. to 12:00 A.M. Monday through Sunday. 

6.           The sale of rose tubes, airplane-sized bottles and any other products that can be deemed to be  
              easily manufactured into drug paraphernalia is prohibited.  

7.           The sale of water pipes and “huka” or “hookah” pipes are prohibited. 

8.           Window display signage is limited to 20% of window area. 
9.           There shall not be temporary exterior signage. 

10.         That the windows shall not be covered with bars or other devices that block the windows. 
11.         Any pending general ordinance case(s) must be resolved prior to issuance of the license.  

12.         All outstanding general ordinances fines must be paid prior to issuance of the license. 
13.         All conditions must be met prior to establishment of use. 

 

 
20-LTAB-089 505-507 East State Street 

Applicant Julie Kylesa Rankin dba J & K’s Lounge 
Ward 3 The sale of liquor by the drink in conjunction with a restaurant, video 

gaming facility and bar and the sale of liquor by the drink in 

conjunction with an outdoor smoking area in a C-4, Urban Mixed-Use 
Zoning District 

 
The Applicant, Julie Rankin, was present. The subject property is located 80 feet east of the North 

Second Street and East State Street intersection. Commercial uses surround the subject property. Ms. 
Rankin stated she has been speaking with the current owners of the location for a couple months as they 

decided they no longer wanted to use the facility operated as the Deli Italia. Ms. Rankin stated she will be 

taking ownership and turning it into a bar & restaurant with minimal live music. Ms. Rankin stated she is 
requesting approval for the sale of liquor by the drink. 

 
Dan Roszkowski asked if the applicant was asking for video gaming as well. Ms. Rankin clarified that she 

was actually planning on waiting to get video gaming and was going to apply for a modification to her 

liquor license in the future. Video gaming is actually not part of her request.  
 

Attorney Lafakeria Vaughn asked if she has reviewed staff recommendation and did she agree to the 
conditions. Julie Rankin stated she did read the recommendation and agreed to the conditions.  

 

Staff recommendation is for Approval with ten (10) conditions. No Objectors or Interested parties were 
present. Four emails were read into the record.  

 
Attorney Lafakeria Vaughn stated that she had an interested party via email. The full email will be 

attached to the Code and Regulation committee agenda packet. The interested party, Anna Milone 
Calvanese stated, “I would like to take a few minutes to talk about my friend Julie Rankin. I have known 

Julie for many years. She is a very hard worker and gets any job done big or small. She was in the 

military for four years which shaped her in becoming a strong, responsible, and independent woman.” 
 

Attorney Lafakeria Vaughn stated she had an interested party via email. The full email will be attached to 
the Code and Regulation committee agenda packet. The interested party, Andrew Barber stated,” I am 

writing to talk to you about Julie Rankin. I have known her for many years and her strength and 

determination make her a great leader. Over the years that I have known her, she has always cared 
deeply for Rockford”. 

 
Attorney Lafakeria Vaughn stated she had an interested party via email. The full email will be attached to 

the Code and Regulation committee agenda packet. The interested party, Sarah Renicker stated:” I am 
writing this letter to lend my support to Julie Rankin's application to acquire a liquor license to operate J 

& K Lounge, to be located in downtown Rockford. I have known Julie for a little over 10 years.  She is a 
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hard worker who knows her community and has built a support system that will help support her as she 
builds her business”.  

 
Attorney Lafakeria Vaughn stated she had an interested party via email. The full email will be attached to 

the Code and Regulation committee agenda packet. The interested party, Mike Werckle stated: I am 

writing in support of Julie Rankin in her request for a liquor license for J&K’s Lounge at 507 E State Street 
in Rockford, the former location of Deli Italia. The West Side Show Room had its spiritual start across the 

street with a series of plays at 510 E State Street in 1993, and I spent a lot of time eating at Little Italy 
and later at Deli Italia. I know Julie from her volunteer work in theater”. 

 
A MOTION was made by Jennifer Spencer to APPROVE the sale of liquor by the drink in conjunction 

with a restaurant, video gaming facility and bar and APPROVE the sale of liquor by the drink in 

conjunction with an outdoor smoking area in a C-4, Urban Mixed-Use Zoning District. The motion 
was SECONDED by Kim Johnsen and CARRIED by a vote of 7-0. 

 
Approval is based on the following conditions: 

 

1.           Meet all applicable Building and Fire Codes. 
2.           Compliance with all City of Rockford Liquor Codes. 

3.           The sale of alcoholic beverages shall be in conjunction with a restaurant. 
4.           The hours of operation will need to be in accordance with the Liquor Code and Exhibit F. 

5.           The outdoor smoking area will need to be surrounded by a barrier to be reviewed by Staff. 
6.           The proposed use shall not have a cover charge, dance floor or any DJs. 

7.           The proposed use shall not operate as a nightclub.   

8.           The proposed use is prohibited from having any video gaming terminals. 
9.            Any pending general ordinance case(s) must be resolved prior to issuance of the license.  

10.          All outstanding general ordinance fines must be paid prior to issuance of the license. 
 

 

20-LTAB-090 1021 East State Street 
Applicant Buff Blackner Enterprises, Inc. dba Grill’ N Green Restaurant 

Ward 11 The sale of beer and wine by the drink in conjunction with a 
restaurant, video gaming facility and the sale of beer and wine by 

the drink in conjunction with an outdoor seating area in a C-4, Urban 

Mixed-Use Zoning District 
 

Darrell Gregg, a representative of Grill ‘N Green Restaurant was present. The property is located on the 
southwest corner of East State Street and Longwood. Mr. Gregg stated he is seeking approval for the sale 

of beer and wine by the drink and video gaming. Mr. Gregg stated he will compromise with three (3) 
video gaming machines since he knows the City is reaching the maximum machines. Mr. Gregg stated the 

liquor license would allow his customers to drink wine or beer with their meal or if they have game 

nights.  
 

Attorney Lafakeria Vaughn asked if Mr. Gregg agrees with the eleven (11) conditions of the staff 
recommendation. Mr. Gregg stated he does except for condition #8 regarding denial of gaming. Mr. 

Gregg stated he would like that condition removed and be approved for three (3) machines.  

 
Staff Recommendation is for Approval with eleven (11) conditions. No Objectors and Interested parties 

were present. One email was read into the record, but seven (7) duplicate emails were received from the 
same objector. The objector owns several parcels near the subject property.  

 
Attorney Lafakeria Vaughn stated she had an objector via email. The full email will be attached to the 

Code and Regulation committee agenda packet. The objector Dr. Mohamed Harunani stated:” Greetings, 
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As you may have already know, we have a huge problem with the garbage and debris along with 
intoxicated people in and around the parking lot- sometimes even sleeping here and therefore, we are 

extremely opposed due to all the issues we have had in and around the area”. 
 

Craig Sockwell asked if the applicant is only applying for beer and wine, with no hard liquor. Mr. Gregg 

responded just beer and wine. Kim Johnsen asked if the business has been opened. Mr. Gregg stated it 
has been open for almost four (4) years. 

 
A MOTION was made by Kim Johnsen to APPROVE the sale of beer and wine by the drink in 

conjunction with a restaurant, video gaming facility and APPROVE the sale of beer and wine by the drink 
in conjunction with an outdoor seating area in a C-4, Urban Mixed-Use Zoning District. The motion 

was SECONDED by Craig Sockwell and CARRIED by a vote of 7-0. 

 
Approval is based on the following conditions: 

 
1.           Must meet all applicable Building and Fire Codes. 

2.           Compliance with all City of Rockford Liquor Codes. 

3.           Window display signage is limited to 20% of window area. 
4.           That the windows shall not be covered with bars or other devices that block the windows.   

5.           The proposed use shall not have a cover charge, dance floor or DJs 
6.           The proposed use shall not have operate as a nightclub. 

7.           The hours of operation shall be limited to Monday to Saturday, 6:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m. and 8:00  
              a.m. to 12:00 a.m. on Sunday. Sunday liquor sales shall be begin at 9:00 a.m., in accordance  

              with the Liquor Code. 

8.           The licensed premises shall have no more than three (3) video gaming terminals. 
9.           All signage onsite must comply with current sign ordinance.  All non-conforming signs must be  

              removed. 
10.         Any pending general ordinance case(s) must be resolved prior to issuance of the license.  

11.         All outstanding general ordinance fines must be paid prior to issuance of the license. 

 
 

With no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Leisha Kury, Administrative Assistant 
Zoning Board of Appeals 


